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Your Future Begins Now
Time flies when you are having fun. Your four years of high school
will help you acquire skills and have experiences that will help you in the
future. Fast forward 20 years and you will be an adult. What will you be
doing with your life in the year 2039? The staff of The Crown has written
articles on pages 1-3 about what they will be doing 20 years from now.

Into the Future
by Kayla Santiago
When I think about myself in twenty years I like to think of a better, more improved happier version of me.
I only imagine myself on the right path in life with no stresses, however, I do understand that stress comes along
throughout your whole life. So I want to be able to handle my stresses in the best way possible and live my life
to the fullest. I try to stay away from planning personal goals like when I would get married and when I will have
kids because I know that these aren’t the parts of my life I can really put a time on. Though I do have career goals
that I plan to accomplish in twenty years. In that time I will be 36 years old and hopefully have my life as together
as possible. I aspire to be a surgeon and after years and years of school I want to have my doctorate at that time. I
want to be working in a great hospital and be the best I can in my field of work. Making enough my money to be
able to care for my parents and grandparents is also on my radar. So my financial state should be of high quality in
order to live out these dreams of mine. Success is my ultimate life goal and what comes with success is happiness
and stability. Not only do I want to be thriving in twenty years but I also want my brother to be as well. He will be
24 and hopefully as successful as he can be.
What I want to come from my success is a beautiful home for me and my family. Maybe that's a bit much
for only the age of 36, yet I’d rather go big or go home for my future. I don’t see myself settling, but I see myself
going for anything I am interested in. Now I tend to be very cautious and not much of a risk taker, though as I grow
I want my confidence to expand as well. Living life in fear is extremely detrimental and I won’t have the life I want if
I hold myself back.

The Crown Needs You!!!
Welcome to 2019. It is never too
early to think about the 2019-2020
school year. The school newspaper
is always looking for new writers,
photographers and layout people.
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Twenty Years Later
by Isabel Ricon

Chief Editor:
Denzel Acosta
Grade: 12
Favorite Class: Art
Chief Editor:
Andy Garcia
Grade: 12
Favorite Hobby: Working Out

My name is Isabel Ricon and I am an 18 year old girl who loves to exercise and stay involved in my
community. I love to socialize and know what is going on around the world. My family is from Spain but
I was born in Holy Name Hospital in Teaneck, NJ. I love to go to Spain to visit my family members there
and I hope to be able to live in Spain for a few years of my life later on. In the coming years of my life I
plan to go to college, and since I want to travel the world I plan on studying abroad a semester or two while
I am in college. I think this is a great option for me because not only will I be able to travel to a bunch of
places that I want to go but I will also be able to earn an education and a degree while I am doing it!
Twenty years from now I have a lot of hopes and dreams for myself. At one point in my life I want
to spend some time living in Spain as I mentioned earlier because I want to be able to spend more time with
my family over there and I want to be able to experience my country the way my parents and grandparents
did since they grew up there. After having lived in Spain for a year or two, I want to live in California or
Florida and have children. I hope to find a man that I can share the rest of my life with and the things I love
to do with him. I hope to continue to learn things about life, the world, and I hope to have a beautiful family
with 4 kids. I want to help them to grow into amazing people who contribute in a positive way to society
and the world.
I can’t wait for the rest of my life and for what’s to come. I have lived for 18 years so far and I feel
like I’ve learned so much. The fact that I have (at the absolute LEAST) 20 more years of life to live to learn
more and experience different people and places around the world blows my mind.
Where do I see Myself in 20 Years
by Jude Durkin

Yejeen Kim-Editor
Age: 17
Grade: 12
Last book read: Stiff by Mary Roach

Class Advisor
Anna Georgiou
“Love what you do and do what you love.”

Yamilex Machado
Age 14
Grade 9

Who knows where anyone will be in 20 years? You can never really know where someone will
be in 20 years but you can try to adjust your course for the greater good. Throughout my life I have been
interested in multiple professions. When I was younger I wanted play in the NBA, however, goals set as a
child tend to drift away. Throughout my whole life I was always interested in life in the oceans. It wasn’t
until high school that I realized I wanted to be a marine biologist. What I will be doing in 20 years is
beyond me but everyone should create a path and maybe you can get to your destination.
As a child, just like many kids, I created unrealistic goals for myself. Many kids want to be an
astronaut, the next Beatles, or even a doctor. What kids don’t realize is that it takes a lot of hard work to
become any of those and even more. I wanted to be an NBA player, however, the amount of work it takes
as well as how much I’ve matured has chased me away from that dream I once wanted. Don’t get me
wrong, having a dream as a child is a great thing to have, maybe you could be part of the few that achieve
their goals and make a great living.
As I got older, my goals have been more thought out. Starting at a young age I wanted to be a
marine biologist due to my fascination with the ocean and many animals that live there. I still have a
desire to become a marine biologist and fulfill a lifelong dream, so not much has changed. Marine biology
takes a ton of work and the pay gets better the longer you work. I plan to start out by going to Montclair
University and study marine biology in order to get future jobs in aquariums to then later move up in the
ranks. However, having a backup plan is extremely important. I want to do something realistic and which
I can get help from my father. As a backup plan I would work in construction management. My father is
very proficient in house work and electrical engineering which could help me achieve my goal. One of the
main reasons I would like to do something with house work and engineering of some kind is because when
I have kids I would enjoy making their life better; if they want something done with any electronics in their
room I would be able to help them with it and it could also help the whole family. And who knows what
technology will be like in 20 years? All we know is that with the new generations learning more and more
about the new technology this could be a great time to be in construction management if all else fails.
In conclusion, nobody really knows where they will be in 20 years but they can make a pathway
for themselves. As a kid I really wanted to be among the big sports stars and as I got older and got more
mature I decided to change my goal. I began getting interested in marine biology at a young age due to my
fascination with the ocean. Though I am very intrigued with the ocean and animals in it, I still need to apply
a realistic backup plan in case marine biology doesn’t work out. Twenty years is a very long time from now
and to be sure of what you are doing is near impossible, but with the right tools and dedication, anything is
possible.
Into the Future
by Junnie Chung
Like many others, the overall goal and achievement I want to accomplish is to be successful. My definition
of success would be to have a steady job in the field of Aerospace, have a steady income, and maybe a dog
or a cat. Whether I just got a job in engineering or have stayed in the field for around a decade depends
solely on whether or not I decide to pursue a masters degree. Although a masters degree can be extremely
useful, providing room for promotions and even more achievements, it could also potentially add two more
years of college. Two more years of college could mean piling debt and being further behind in achieving
my goals. Overall, in 20 yrs I would like to at least have a steady job and income.
In the field of engineering, a masters degree is essential for promotions and climbing up the ranks.
However, a masters degree can take two more years and cost between $30,000-$120,000. So to compensate
for the debt instead of going straight for the masters degree after college I would take gap years and find a
job first. This way hopefully by the time I am around 30 I could be financially stable enough to take on two
more years of school. In 20 yrs I would also like to have some sort of a family. At the moment as a 14 yr
old teen I don’t have much interest in kids overall but of course, my opinion could change. I do definitely
want a pet preferably a dog or a cat once I have enough money to support myself. In general, I see myself
with a steadt job and salary in the engineering field around 20 years from now.
In conclusion, I hope to accomplish my goal of finishing college and recieving my bachelors degree
and possibly my masters degree in engineering. I’m not sure if I want kids in 20 years but I do want a
family of some sort. To sum up, I would like to have a balanced steady lifestyle by the time I’m 34.
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20 Years From Now
by Luke Becker
As I write this, I’m closing in on the end of my senior year of highschool. I’m currently 18 years old and
now I’ve reached that point in my life where I’m an adult, and must figure out my future. I’m not quite sure
what that future will be. Part of me says I’ll have a great career as a musician, but the realistic side of me
thinks I’ll be in the field of education when I’m older. It’s so hard to know where I’ll be in just one year from
now, but I’m going to take a stab at figuring out where I’ll be twenty years from now.
It will be the year 2039, and I will be 38 years old. In this future, I see a lot of different possibilities. I
fully hope and expect to be married and have a family by then. Everyone has different opinions on this but
as soon as I’m out of college and have a steady job, I will fully be prepared to get married or have a family if
the situation calls for it. It simply all depends but if I had to guess right now, when I’m around 25 years old
I would feel ready for marriage. But again, it’s all circumstantial and if there is even someone to get married
to. As for my future outside of that, I’m going to hope and pray I somehow have a career in music. Music is
all I know in life and it is such a strong passion of my life. I dedicate all of my free time to listening to new
music, practicing drums/piano, and writing songs. Although I will never count on it, nothing will stop me
from putting all my time and energy into trying to make this dream come true. However, I’m fully prepared
to explore other possibilities in the field of education if needed. One way or another, I will be content with
my job and I’m confident I will reach my financial goals.
I’ve lived in New Jersey my entire life and I hope I’m able to stay here. I want to stay close to my family
and remain in the area I’ve grown to love. But I’m very open minded and will certainly consider other areas
one day. Maybe a job opportunity will force my hand. There is no telling what will happen but regardless, I
will not go somewhere that makes me unhappy. I’ll do what I’ve done since day one, and trust my gut.

Meet the
Journalists!

Isabel Ricon
Age:18
Grade:12
Favorite high school
moment: coming to RMHS.

As I look into the future, and I often get scared. Change is always scary, but that doesn’t mean it has to
be bad. It’s so hard to know what will happen but there is no doubt in my mind, when I say that my future is
bright.
The Year 2039
by Marilyn Grandov
In the year 2039, I will be 37 years old. At this point and time in my life, I plan on having a lot of
accomplishments. I am 17 now, and I have many different life goals I want to accomplish before the year
2039 occurs. As my senior year comes to an end, I plan on attending college in the fall and after four years,
graduating with a degree in Civil Engineering. After I graduate, I will look for a stable job with good pay,
where I can work my way up the ranks and become a manager.
Before I turn 39, I would like to settle down, get married, and start a family of my own. I would want
a house that would have all my wants and needs in it, but more importantly, a house I can call my home. I
would love for my children and my nieces and nephews to all grow up together, just like I did with my first
cousins. My siblings would be 53, 41, 39, and I would be 37. My oldest sibling has a son and another child
on the way. This would make them both around the low 20s age bracket. My parents would be 73 and 74, and
hopefully grandparents of many. I would like to have my parents living comfortably and close enough where
I can visit them
When I’m 37, I plan on living the best life any 37-year-old can. I want to live happily and comfortably
with my job as a civil engineer, my spouse, children, immediate family, my friends, and a house that is an
actual home to me; not just a place I live in. Hopefully, all happens as I say, because that would be a dream
come true. In 20 years, I want to look back and be able to say I achieved everything I wanted and more.
I don’t have to be rich in money in 20 years to have lived a successful life, as long as I’m rich in love,
happiness, and health; I would still consider it a successful and goal-achieved life.

Kareem Nasser
Age: 17
Grade: 12
Advice for students: “Be organized and time yourself.”

Forward Thinking
by Mary Griffin
Where do I see myself in 20 years?
It seems like just yesterday I was a scared little freshman afraid to enter the high school doors of
RMHS. In a blink of an eye, I am already a junior and am preparing for the next step in my life; college.
Adult-life is right around the corner, and it is scary to think about how fast time flies by. As I continue my
junior year, I find myself asking myself, What does my future look like? What do I want to do with my life
after high school? What jobs can I see myself doing? These are all very critical and essential questions that
need to be answered in order to go on in the real world. If I were to put myself into my shoes 20 years from
now, here's what I would hope it looks like.
I am 16 right now, so in 20 years I will be 36 years old. I will be a successful college graduate, and
have graduated college with all of the necessary credits and degrees to become a Dietician/ Nutritionist.
My dream job would be to work at Disney World in Orlando, Florida, also known as the happiest place on
Earth. Dieticians and Nutritionists work in a variety of areas, such as working to provide healthier options on
menus. In addition to this, I would like to make meal plans and workout plans for people looking to improve
their health, or for people who are in need of healthier lifestyle. I also see myself married to a man who treats
me right with children of my own, preferably 3. I would continue living the lifestyle that I enjoy living, that is
healthy and active. I would continue my passion for running and working out, and would make sure all of my
children live the best life that they possibly can. I would love to coach sports for any age group, preferably
a track coach. In addition to this, my family would be very close and all of my children would love their
grandparents, Aunts + Uncles, and cousins.
All in all, although I do not want the next 20 years to go by in a blink of an eye, I am excited to see
what the future holds for me.

2039

Luke Becker
Age:17
Grade:12
“If people aren’t laughing
at your goals, they’re too
small.”

Frankie Lombardo
Age: 17
Grade:12
“In the future I would like
to be a financial advisor.”
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Blood Drive Makes a Stop In Ridgefield
by Marilyn Grandov

Marilyn Grandov
Age: 17
Grade: 12
Last book I read: The Great Gatsby

This year on Valentine’s day, our school had a different meaning to giving gifts. A classic Valentine’s day is full of
giving to your loved ones, usually flowers, chocolate, or whatever is their favorite. This year, we were giving, but it
didn’t fall under any of those categories. Students and staff were giving blood! There was an organized blood drive
taking place at RMHS.
Many students and teachers came out to give to those who may need it. At least 50 students gave blood and at least
10 staff members gave blood as well. American Red Cross was the company that came and provided everything needed.
They were very helpful, and for those who were feeling sick after giving blood, they even had some treats for you as
well.
To me, this was the most special Valentine’s day RMHS has had in a while. There was the sense of giving on this day,
but in a different context this year. Blood is the most precious gift that anyone can give to another person, which is the
gift of life. A decision to donate your blood can save a life, or even several if your blood is broken down into its three
parts; red cells, platelets and plasma. These can be used individually for patients with specific conditions. So this year,
give as much as you can, because you could be gifting someone with life!

Classs Advisor
Mr. MacDonald
“Enjoy high school and
make the most of your opportunities.”

Kayla Santiago
Age: 15
Grade: 10
Last book read: Holding Up
the Universe

Michael Febles
Age: 17
Grade: 12
Favorite high school moment: “Variety shows.”

Maja Suric
Age: 17
Grade: 12
Favorite music: pop, rap
and EDM.

What do you want to do with your future?
By Yejeen Kim
On Tuesday, March 11, 2019, Staff Sgt. Duarte and Sgt. Parker from the United States Army spoke to Mr.
MacDonald’s English classes about their experiences in the armed forces.
Staff Sgt. Duarte explained how he came from Brazil to the United States during his teenage years. The
Army has helped him to learn English, acquire experience in the modern workplace and while stationed in
Germany he met his wife. For the past 14 years he has served in the United States Army and has been to many
parts of the world.
Sgt. Parker grew up in Alabama and became interested in the military during his junior year in high school.
After high school he enlisted and has been part of the Army for the past seven years. He has served as an
infantryman and has been deployed to both Iraq and Afghanistan.
Both Staff Sgt. Duarte and Sgt. Parker said the military has given them job skills, discipline and an
opportunity to make use of the G.I. Bill.
As you approach high school graduation do not forget to think about your future. Whether you choose
college, vocational school, the military or the world of work make the best decisions you can to ensure a bright
and productive future.
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What do you owe your parents as an adult? What
should your parents do for you as an adult? The Crown
staff tackled these difficult yet interesting topics with these
following articles.

My Responsibility to my Parents
by Kareem Nassar
Owing a responsibility to parents is subjective and based upon familial relationships, upbringing, and
countless other aspects. However, no two children have the same relationships with their parents, and thus may or
may not deem repaying their parents a necessity. Parents’ also have their own opinions concerning how they should
be reimbursed, and thus may create a vast gap in understanding between the parent and child.
Although views amongst all children and parents are different, I personally believe that I do owe a responsibility
to my parents, though not in any monetary or physical manner. My parents have provided for me in any and every
way imaginable. I feel as though I can repay their efforts by becoming successful and making the most of the
opportunities made possible through their efforts. I would not be in the position I am now without their influence,
guidance, and presence, and even though I’ll never fully be able to repay them, I do hope to make them proud and
meet my goals. Doing so, along with finding happiness and success in my life, is a part of my responsibility to them,
as I’ll be taking full advantage of their setup for me.

Lia Almonte
Age: 16
Grade: 11
Last book read: The Last Lecture

My parents have always implored me to think ahead to college and apply to the ones that I wish to go to, and
following my dreams of becoming successful will aid in paying my responsibility to them. They’ve always wanted
me to chase my dreams, and doing so will move me closer to fulfilling what they have expected of me.
I also believe that I should live in the proper manner to repay my parents. Clearly I will not adhere to all of their
standards, but I hope to match what they deem as a good lifestyle and future path, as they’ve always steered me in
the right direction and I hope to follow their guidance, with tweaks here and there. My life experiences should be
unique, but I do owe it to them to attempt to comply with how they believe I should handle my life and its course.
Repaying Your Parents?
by Frank Lombardo
I believe that since your parents raised you as their child, you do not have a debt to repay them. As parents,
you choose to have a child, which comes with the responsibilities of having to support them. This includes funds
for food, shelter, schooling, and other necessities. Eventually, those children will have kids of their own and will
have to go through the same process. Having a family comes with love and it shouldn’t be that you must have to
pay back the love your parents provide you with. However, there are ways you can repay your parents for all they
have done for you out of the kindness of your heart such as small gifts, or anything to show your appreciation to
them.
My parents have always gives me the best they could. They provided a beautiful home for my sister and
I, they have always made sure we had food on the table, and always bought things and took my sister and I out to
keep us happy. My parents have done more than enough for our family and I couldn’t show my true appreciation
for them. Not everyone is fortunate enough to have a loving family like I do and I truly feel blessed to be apart of
mine.
In my family, there were no strings attached. You don’t do acts of kindness and show your caring for
someone expecting something in return. There are certain exceptions to this such as school funding. If your
parents talk to you about going to the school of your dreams but it may be too expensive and ask you to contribute
to the funding, that is a different scenario. Your parents are doing everything they can to help you and provide for
you but may not physically have the money to do so. You are still fortunate enough to have a loving family that is
willing to work with you to give you what you want. In a family, you do things for each other because of the love
you all have for each other. Without family, you have nothing. No matter what happens in life, you will always
have your family by your side.

Julia Miano
Age:16
Grade:11
Last book read: Winter People

Mya Marquez
Age: 16
Grade: 11
Last book read: In Cold Blood

Amy Baruc
Age: 16
Grade: 11
Favorite high school moment:
Lunch with my friends.
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What do I owe my Parents?
by Jude Durkin

Brenda Gomes
Age: 18
Grade: 12
Favorite artist: Drake
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Junnie Chung
Age: 14
Grade: 9
Last book read: “Carve the
Mark”

Our parents have been there for most of
us ever since we were born. They’ve provided us
with food, water, and a shelter. They’ve provided
us with basic life necessities not because they want
something in exchange, but because they love us. But do sons and daughters need to repay
our parents for everything they’ve done for us? I believe so, but I don’t think we need to give
back money or materialistic things. I believe we need to give back what they gave us and
more. I believe these things can be pride, love, respect, and the acknowledgement of knowing
where we came from and to never forget it.
For most children role models may include astronauts, professional athletes, and
teachers. A lot of the time when children are young they don’t realize how much of a role
model their parents are really being. They don’t realize that their parents are working hard to
get food on the table, and clothes on their back. They don’t understand much of that at such a
young age. But over time as people get older they obtain an appreciation for their parents that
is not achievable by any other person. The older people get the more appreciative they get of
their parents, and when they become an adult who has to pay for their own food and buy their
own clothes, that's when the appreciation peaks.
That being said, do people need to repay their parents for everything they’ve done
for them? The answer may vary but for me I believe people should remember their roots and
show your parent the love and respect they deserve. There are many parents who were able
to kick their children out of the house at 18 but chose not to. An example I have is from my
mother. I was having a conversation with my mother and brothers about moving out, she
continued to say how you really cannot make a child leave when their 18, it’s just not fair.
Coming from her experience as a teen she understands the difficulty an 18 year old may have,
and to make them pack and leave is just not right. Something I wish I can repay my parents
with is to stay by their side throughout my life. By this I don’t mean to live with them, but
instead staying in touch and not totally dismissing them from my adult life.
In conclusion, parents deserve something in return for everything they have done for
their children. They deserve respect, love, and their children to be proud of them. Parents
have kept their kin in their home for at least 18 years and their children really won’t know
how difficult that may be until later in their life when they have their own kids. Parents
do extraordinary things for their kids that should never go unnoticed. Parents need to be
considered equal with any type of hero, and there is nothing wrong about that.

J
Jenny Shin
Age: 16
Grade: 11
Last book read: TKM

Mary Griffin
Age: 16
Grade: 11
Favorite HS Moment:
Being a part of sports

Debt
by Junnie Chung
Annalisa Pontecorvo
Age: 17
Grade: 12
Last book read: Angela’s
Ashes for Mrs. Tavano

Javier Delagado
Age: 17
Grade 12
Advice for high school students: “Do your homework.”

Alper Can
Age: 14 Grade 9

Growing up can be a challenge to many teens. Around the age of 18 when you are
finally a legal adult your life takes a complete 180 and all of a sudden your knee-deep in bills
and decisions. However, before you turn 18, for 17 years straight your parents have taken care
of you and provided you with the things you need to become successful. Thus bringing the
question “Do you have a debt to repay to your parents/guardians?” Although they have raised
you, you don’t necessarily need to meet all their expectations. You never asked to be born but
most likely are still thankful. For this reason you don’t need to live your life by your parent’s
rules. However, despite the fact that you might not be obligated to meet their expectations you
should still try to strive for success whether it is in your way or your parents way. Therefore,
you do have a debt to pay your parents but it is up to you on how you decide to repay it.
Many parents want their children to become lawyers, doctors, or follow in their
footsteps. However, many children don’t have interests that match these expectations. While
their parents might want a career that would bring them more money the child might want
a career that they have passion in. Sometimes these disagreements will result in arguments
including the fact that the parents have raised the child and will continue to till their 18
therefore conveying that the child should follow their will. Nevertheless, children should have
a choice in what to do with their lives. If they follow their parents expectations they will be
most likely give in much less effort or quit altogether because of their lack of passion for it.
According to https://www.thebalancecareers.com, the average person changes their jobs 10
to 15 times during their career. Choosing a job you don’t enjoy because you feel there is a
debt weighing you down can cause you to eventually change jobs anyways. If a child were to
follow their passion and choice of how they want to live their life as long as they reach their
goal they have succeeded. Although it wasn’t exactly the parents wishes the child has still
used the care the parents provided to create their own career and path. This would be a debt
repaid because the child was able to take the support given and choose a life in which they
have succeeded in.
Overall, there is a debt to be repaid for your parents support and care over 17 years.
However, this debt should not pressure you into changing your plans and how you see
yourself in the future. You should be able to choose what you want to do but strive to do your
best in what you choose. When you have succeeded in your goals you have paid off your debt
to your parents by living life to its fullest and doing the things you enjoy.

Kaitlyn Hernandez
Age: 14
Grade: 9
Last book read: Black Boy by Richard Wright

Jonatan Silva
Age: 17
Grade: 12
Favorite music: rap
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What do you owe your parents?
by Isabel Ricon
Since the day I was born, my parents have given me everything I could ever ask for and more. They’ve given
me a beautiful home to live in, food, great educational opportunities, they let me travel around the world (sometimes
even alone to see friends), got me the car of my dreams and they will soon be sending me off to college! Although my
parents do expect things like good grades, chores to be done, and for me to take care of the nice and expensive things
they have gotten me, they don't ask anything else of me.
My parents, Gustavo and Maria Ricon are amazing parents. They are the type that believe that the things they do and
pay for for me are the things that they are obligated to pay for as parents. Other parents in the world don't believe the
same thing and expect their children to pay them back… LITERALLY. Of course my parents expect me to pay them
back but not in such a literal way. Instead, they expect me to repay them by taking care of and valuing the things that
they give me.
The best example I could give for this would be my car. My parents don't expect me to pay them back for it
later in life because it is a gift from them. Since they don't expect me to pay them back, they expect me to take good
care of it. Because of this, I am sure to drive carefully, follow the laws so that I don't have to worry about paying a
ticket (and if I were to ever get a ticket I would need to pay for it) and I clean my car, inside and out once a month.
My parents even give me the luxury of letting me go whenever I want with it, as long as I keep up with the agreement
we made.
Going to college in a little less than a year is scary for me because I know how hard I’m going to have to work
to “repay” my parents. My parents, just like when I was young, do not mind paying for my schooling, as long as I
kept my grades up. I know that college is hard and I’m scared that I will let them down, but I think that this is a good
incentive to work harder in college and will serve me good in the long run. I’m excited to start college and make them
proud. I want to make sure they know that everything they’ve done for me has not been a waste and was totally worth
it in the end!

Rosemary Rueda
Age:17
Grade:11
Favorite music: country

George Yakoubian
Age: 16
Grade: 11
Last book read: In Cold
Blood by Truman Capote

										
What Do You Owe Your Parents?
by Lia Almonte
I believe that we owe our parents something, but not necessarily what they think we owe them. They deserve
love and respect. I show signs of love and respect towards them, because I love and appreciate having them in my
life. But I do this out of love, I am not obligated to. I’m obviously thankful that I am fortunate to have food on the
table and a roof over my head. By parents deciding to have a child, (I would hope that they are aware) they have
responsibilities to fulfill. But I don’t think it’s right how some parents think that once you turn 18, you have some
type of debt to pay them back. I don’t think that it’s reasonable to think that I have to physically pay them money
back. In my defense, I did not have an option to be brought into the world. It was their choice. It’s like adopting a
dog, and expecting the dog to give you something in return. If you adopt a dog, you did it because you plan to take
care of it.
Your parents deserve respect, if they’ve been a positive influence in your life. They raised you &andhelped
you become the person you are today. Because of this, what you owe them is respect. Something else you owe them
is to always do your best. Our parents want good things for us. The least we can do is succeed and go after our
dreams. Doing this makes them feel happy & proud. At the end of the day, that’s how you can pay for your debt. By
making your parents proud and pursuing whatever it is you want to do. That is how you can repay your parents back:
by living your life to the best of your ability and always showing them respect.

Mario Giordano
Age: 16
Grade: 11
Last book read: 12 Rules
for Life by Jordan Peterson

Alyssa Hernandez
Age:17
Grade:12
“Enjoy the little things.”
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Up Close and Personal with Mrs. Tavano
by Alper Can

How many years have you been teaching?
Mrs. Tavano: “I have been working in Ridgefield for seven years. Previously I had been working in a different district for six and a half years. In
between I took some time off to start a family.”
What subject and grades do you teach?
Mrs. Tavano: “I teach seniors and sophomores. I teach British Literature, English 12 and English 10.”
Would you like to teach in Ridgefield until you retire?
Mrs. Tavano: “Yes, I enjoy the students and my colleagues are great.”
What college did you graduate from?
Mrs. Tavano: “I went to Seton Hall University. I started in 1994 and graduated in 2000.”
Have you ever lived in Ridgefield and were you ever a student of the Ridgefield Public Schools?
Mrs. Tavano: “I have lived in Ridgefield for a few years, but no I did not attend the Ridgefield Public Schools.”
Do you have children?
Mrs. Tavano: “I have two boys. Joseph is 12 and Nicholas is 8 years old.”
When is your favorite time of year?
Mrs. Tavano: “My favorite time of the year is summer. I love August because it is my birthday month.”
Do you have any advice for your students?
Mrs. Tavano: “Work hard and make the most of your opportunities in life.”

SETON

HALL
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Heroes and Cool Kids Learn from the Best
by Andy Garcia
On February 14, 2019, Mr. Michael Spence came to RMHS to work with the Heroes and Cool Kids organization. Mr. Spence is an innovative
communicator who wants to make an impact on his audience. Mr. Spence was born and raised in Orange, New Jersey and attended Montclair
State University where he earned a degree in Communications. His motivation to empower lives stems from his passion to help others unlock
their true gifts. Mr. Spence tied his life story with the Heroes and Cool Kids to show them that they need to act on their dreams and maximize
their potential.
Mr. Spence encouraged the Heroes and Cool Kids organization to be passionate when mentoring students at Slocum Skewes and to be a
positive role model each and every day.
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The Crown Staff Voices Their Opinions
There are countless issues in the modern world. The Crown staff voiced their
opinions on topics ranging from school based issues to gambling and its impact on
society. Enjoy these articles and The Crown is always looking for new members to
join its staff. Stop by room 204 and see Mr. MacDonald

Going Out For Lunch
by Maja Suric

Usually going out for lunch in high school is a senior privilege, but should it be open for every grade level? This
is a question asked among the students every year. Once junior year comes around, students begin getting their license
and they long to use it during lunch, but are prohibited.
Many seniors are firm believers that they should be the only grade level to go out for lunch. They look at it as a
form of superiority. After 3 long years of sitting in the dull lunch room, they can finally go wherever they want in a 45
minute period. This gives seniors a sense of freedom and relief.
Juniors may fight for their right to go out for lunch. Some juniors are actually older than some seniors and
deem that it is not fair for them to be trapped in school, eating the lunch offered here. Personally, I believe that
upperclassmen, juniors and seniors, should be privileged to go out for lunch. Freshmen are still young and should not
be able to go out, due to the fact that they do not particularly have any friends that drive and there are not many places
nearby to go. This same scenario goes for sophomores as well.
Although I understand why seniors would only want this privilege to belong to them, as they have a higher
“power” as they’re the oldest, the rules should change. When I was a junior I wished to be able to go out with my
senior friends for lunch because they were having much better lunch than I did. For these reasons, I believe that juniors
and seniors should be able to go out for lunch.

The Price of an Education
by Kayla Santiago
Most people expect to finish high school and attend college. College is often forced on an individual by parents and
society. Some may not care to attend college yet most are confident they will take part in the college experience. Though
unfortunately in the country of America, the cost to get into college is often through the roof. It is frequently preached that
you won't have much of a future without a college education, so why make it so expensive to succeed? The cost of college in
America is the highest out of other countries. According to “The Atlantic,” every year this country spends 30,000 dollars for each
student. This money is taken from the parents and the government.
Due to high prices in college, the student debt is at an alarming price. America is officially above 1.25 trillion dollars
in student debt according to the site.psu, “The college tuition problem”. As the years go by and more and more people apply
to college, the debt only increases. The costs of a college education prohibit so many people from getting the knowledge that
they deserve. Not only do students have to worry about book prices, tuition and even dorms, they still have to find money to put
toward personal everyday needs. Before even getting into a college applying to one cost as well. The average college admission
fee is about 43 dollars, yet to attend an ivy league school the price is above 50 dollars. It should not be this expensive and hard
to receive a well-deserved education. The demand for a college degree in the workplace is extremely high, yet the process of
getting a college degree is for some, almost impossible, especially if you crave an elite education. The average yearly salary is
44,564 dollars in America, yet the average yearly cost of college is 34,740 dollars. The amount of money spent on books each
year is 655 dollars. College prices are extremely insensitive to people who don’t have much but like any other, wants to have a
bright future.
I believe we need to find a way that allows students to attend school tuition-free because tuition is what stands in our way
the most. I think free tuition should apply to all colleges. Students can still get charged for dorms and books, yet all that would
be easier to afford without the burden of tuition. Having tuition-free colleges give more people the chance to receive a great
education without so many obstacles in their way. More people will be able to apply to ivy league colleges and get the elite type
of learning they want. With more people going in, colleges will still receive plenty of money.
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Competition Cheerleading
by Isabel Ricon
Competition Cheerleading has evolved greatly in the past decade. Nowadays we have something called Allstar Cheerleading which
if you knew nothing about cheerleading you would think it’s like a club sport outside of school. Girls and Boys between the ages of 5 and 18
are a part of a team where they have to try out and compete against other elite teams all over the country in things like NCAA “Nationals” and
“Worlds” which is held Florida in April every year.
Unfortunately cheerleading today is STILL not considered a sport even though the women and men involved on the teams are treated
like athletes in their high schools and colleges. Cheerleaders work as hard as any other sports athlete. We jump, stunt, and tumble which
take years of training to be able to complete the skill successfully. It is also just as dangerous as a sport like football. If you don't trust your
teammates to protect you (in football from the other team. In cheerleading… from the floor) then you can seriously injure yourself with a
concussion or broken bones!
There are even celebrity cheerleaders! They are known most often for their team status but also for their sassiness on the mat and
tumbling ability. Unfortunately they aren't known by anyone but people in the cheer world (meaning even those who don't play football know
who Tom Brady is or Eli Manning) but they still have a high status and are treated differently by many for it. The higher profile type of team
that you are on will make you more famous. For example, many people know who cheers for the team SMOED because of their status and
success.
For high school, college, and elite cheerleading teams there is States (like other teams in High School like baseball or basketball),
Nationals or Worlds competition (like the olympics) but for many the only reason it is not considered a sport is because of something called
sideline cheerleading. This is what people think of when they hear someone is a cheerleader. Sideline cheerleaders are the girls and boys who
attend football games or basketball games and cheer on the teams playing. I personally do not believe that that cheerleading is a sport because
there is not any actual physical activating it chanting words. Competition cheerleading is only mental and physical ability, and honestly it is
the reason i have the muscular build that I have. Since I was the age of 6 ive been doing this sport and its become a passion.
Being that I believe cheerleading is a sport I believe that colleges should provide scholarships for students just like they would for a
basketball player. My whole life I have trained to be the best cheerleader of my ability just like a college basketball player or football player
has. I’ve put in the same amount of work but get no credit for it which is an absolute shame. Cheerleading is a sport and should be treated like
one by schools, because society has accepted it as a sport so so should schools.
Gambling: Pros and Cons
by Junnie Chung
Since as early as the 17th-century people have been gambling. Today in the 21st century nearly 1.6 billion people still gamble
worldwide. It was once prohibited in 1910 in the US but by 2013 18 states have legalized commercial casinos. Since then nearly 2.8% of
Americans are reported to have a gambling addiction. Although 2.8% doesn't seem like much, with a population of 325.7 million it means
around 91,000 people have a gambling addiction in just the US. However, would outlawing gambling be the right thing to do? America was
built on the idea of freedom so would taking away a freedom only cause more havoc? Taking away a legal right necessarily be the right
course of action. Instead, we should educate people on how to control an impulse to gamble and set up free help centers for those who need it.
Although statistics state that 2.8% of Americans are addicted to gambling, these are only the percentage of people who most likely
have gone to get help. People who have gambling addictions and have not stopped it yet are most likely not included in this percentage. To
the people who have not received help to stop their addiction are held back most likely because of three reasons. One, they don’t realize they
have an addiction yet, sometimes the phrase “just one more time” can become 10 more times or 50. Two, they realise they have an addiction
but they their afraid to get help so they try and work it out themselves, this can be successful with a strong enough will but most of the times
people will just fall back to old habits. Three, the cost to get help is just unaffordable. If we were able to set up a help center either free of cost
or affordable to the general population the percentage of people with gambling addictions would most likely decrease. A gambling addiction
means that it is likely the person won’t have much money since they probably blew it away. To help their addiction a therapist can help
greatly but with an average cost of $75- $300 per session it can be extremely difficult to book a session. According to https://www.talkspace.
com/, “Seeing a therapist in an office is not affordable for most Americans...The average therapy session costs $75-150 an hour, and good
luck if you live in a place like New York where the range jumps to $200-300.” Thus portraying the cost of therapy is high even for an average
american. To people who might be in great debt due to their addiction will not be able to afford these sessions without falling into greater
debt. Therefore, to resolve this issue like free clinics using donations from people willing to donate to the cause the US gov should hire free or
at least affordable therapists to help those who absolutely cannot afford a therapist.
In conclusion, in just the US 91,000 Americans have a gambling addiction. Most of these people cannot afford to get help so they
continue to gamble hoping that it will pull them out of debt. However, if we were able to set up free or more affordable help centers we can
reduce the statistics. Taking away the freedom to gamble will not only not stop gambling it could possibly promote it even more because it
is human nature to want what we don’t have. Overall, instead of banning gambling the US should take steps to make affordable solutions for
people stuck in these types of situations.

The Epilogue Lasts
Forever
The school yearbook needs
new members to join the 20182019 Epilogue staff. Yearbook
staff members work with Mrs.
Holley, Ms. Abene and Ms. Ferraiuolo in creating the RMHS
Epilogue. If you are interested in
joining the yearbook staff, please
contact Mrs. Holley, Ms. Abene or
Ms. Ferraiuolo.
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Korean New Year’s Festival
by Denzel Acosta
On February 12th, students from RMHS celebrated the Korean New Year with a festival. Students from Ms.
Lim’s class celebrated the New Year by wearing Hanbok and performing traditional Korean New Year’s Greetings.
Students and staff also ate traditional Korean food and played Korean games.
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Ms. Ferraiuolo: A Royal Teacher
Close and Personal with Ms. Ferraiuolo
by Alper Can
How many years have you been teaching?
Ms. F. “I have been working for 15 years in Ridgefield.”
Have you only taught English in your teaching career?
Ms. F. “I teach writing, English, and literature classes for grades 9 through 12.”
What made you want to teach English?
Ms. F. “I always liked reading and writing but when I was in college I had a really good professor who inspired me to love looking at
literature differently.”
What did you want to do before your professor inspired you to teach literature?
Ms. F. “Before I wanted to teach, I wanted to be a journalist. I wanted to write articles for newspapers and magazines.”
While you were in high school, what career aspirations did you have?
Ms. F. “I wanted to be a children’s story writer.”
What do you do when you are not in school?
Ms. F. “I like to spend time with my family and friends. I also like to write poetry and I enjoy swimming.”
Do you want to teach until you retire?
Ms. F. “Yes, I would like to continue teaching because I like to watch students grow as writers and intellectually as readers.”
What academic degrees do you have?
Ms. F. “I received a Bachelor’s Degree in English Literature. Next I earned a Master’s Degree in English Literature and I finished
with a second Master’s Degree in Writing with a focus on Poetry.”
Do you enjoy teaching?
Ms. F. “Yes, I love teaching because I see students grow in maturity and develop educationally.”

Serendipity Needs You!!!!!

Do you like to write? Do you like to draw? Are you interested in being part of the creative culture at RMHS? If you
answered yes to any of these questions then you need to get involved with Serendipity. Serendipity is our school’s art
and writing group. See Ms. Ferraiuolo in room 202 for more information.
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The World of Journalism Visits RMHS
by Yejeen Kim
On March 20, 2019, RMHS alumnus Mr. Rodrigo Torrejon spoke to Mr. MacDonald’s Journalism class. Mr. Torrejon, a 2006 graduate
of RMHS, said he developed his interest in writing while in high school. He then attended Temple University and earned his bachelor’s
degree in Journalism.
For the past five years he has been a journalist for several different newspapers. His most recent job has been with NorthJersey.com and
The Bergen Record. While working for this publication he has become a “breaking news” reporter. This job requires him to create articles
about “breaking news” in New Jersey. He writes about day to day events in New Jersey and feature articles about residents of New Jersey.
As a reporter Mr. Torrejon said that you have to do research, obtain information from reputable sources and be able to work quickly and
efficiently to make deadlines. He also noted that being bilingual can really help anyone in any future professional career.
Mr. Torrejon told his audience to make the most of the college experience. He advised the group to get involved with activities, make
lifelong friends and take advantage of internship opportunities.
Mr. Torrejon’s presentation was informative and uplifting. He showed the audience the large variety of possibilities out there for all
Ridgefield students.

2006
Congratulations to 2018 RMHS graduate Young Park for his successful
completion of Marines Corps. Basic Training. Pictured with Mr. Park are
Mrs. Murray and Mrs. Tavano. For all RMHS alumni please send current
pictures of yourself to The Crown for publication. All pictures may be
sent to amacdonald@ridgefieldschools.com.
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Why I love Running
by Mary Griffin
Have you ever had a terrible day at school and work? A day that seems like it will never end and nothing you do is going to help you get
through it? I have had my fair share of those days, but ever since I discovered my love for running, these days have gotten a lot easier. After a
bad day, either with school or anything that is on my mind, I know that I can count on running to clear my mind and pick me up. Being on the
track team allows me to get all of my anger and emotions of that day out, so that I can go home and refocus on homework and studying. It also
gives me something to look forward to at the end of the day. There are a lot of sports that may add stress to you from all the pressure that is on
you. I have tried a variety of sports, and nothing compares to track or cross country. Although I often stress myself out on days where we have
competitions against other teams, as soon as the gun goes off to start the race, all of the stress goes away (for the most part). Running is also
one of the greatest sports to get into because it does not require any equipment. Unlike other sports where you need specific equipment and a
field to play, all you need for track/ running in general is a pair of sneakers and yourself. You can run anywhere, you don't only need to run on
a track. I myself enjoy running long distances in parks, trails, around town, or anywhere that is nice. In addition, track makes me determined
and gives me something to work hard for. When running competitively, you want to try to run the race in certain times. For instance, my goal
for the 1 mile race is to run it at 5 minutes and 45 seconds, and my goal for the 2 mile race is to run it below 12 minutes. With hard work and
determination, the times that your coaches set for you for that event can be achieved. I love how after you achieve the time you want, you
feel good about yourself and can set a new goal to work toward. Track/ cross country is also one of the only sports in which the teams you are
competing against cheer you on, even if you are competing. At all of the cross country meets, all of the teams cheer for eachother even if you
are on opposing sides, which is really cool and motivating. I have met friends from other towns by running against them. Also, the coaches on
the track team/ cross country team are really motivating and want the best for you and the team. They make sure that we work hard and are
always trying to make us improve. All in all, running on the cross country/ track team has really made me realize how many benefits it has, and
I recommend everyone try to incorporate running into their lives in some way.

How the end of Marvel will affect me
by Isabel Ricon
The Marvel movies have played a large role in my upbringing as a person. Marvel movies all connect to each other in an
interesting way. A great example of this would be the recent Marvel movie that came out “Captain Marvel” which is based out of
the 1990s. All of the rest of the Marvel movies are based out of later times which indicate that Captain Marvel is a movie that will
help us understand things that were missing pieces in the other movies. Marvel creatively goes back and forth within their movies
and by doing this, all the fans (like me) stay constantly interested. As a fan, there is no way I will ever stop watching the movies that
they make and put out because I know that in some way shape or form, it will have some type of connection to all of the rest. For
example, when “Antman” came out, I had no interest in watching it so I didn't. Now, with The Avengers: Endgame” trailer coming
out with Antman in it, I was somewhat forced to watch “Antman” in order to understand. With watching it, I learned that I actually
would like the movie and that it did tie into the other superheroes and their lives some way (the way Marvel always does in their
movies).
As a child, watching the movies was a way of spending time with my family (more specifically my father). It has made me
more informed in some aspects because the movies are scientifically correct when it needs to be and of course has its fantasy science
moments. From Antman you learn about Quantum Physics, in Ironman you learn about a mechanic that is able to create incredible
weapons out of the basic everyday things around him, in Captain America, it is more of a fantasy science where a small man
becomes almost invincible in his new muscular body.
The end of the Marvel movies is approaching us this April. April 26th is the day that The Avengers: Endgame comes out, this
being part 2 to the last of the Avengers movies. The trailer for the next Spiderman which is scheduled to come out July 5th, 2019
indicates that this is not the end of all of the Marvel movies but the last three Ironman, Thor, and Captain America movies indicated
that it is the end of the Avengers era. The death of the creator of Marvel, Stan Lee was also shocking to us this past fall and gave us
in the Marvel world a little scare. Will this also affect the production of the movies and whether or not it will continue or not.

