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Summary Paragraph: 

Don Tillman devises a plan to find himself the perfect wife using a survey and test titled “The 

Wife Project.” Through this project and his friends he meets Rosie Jarman, a girl who 

completely differs from Don’s perfect girl. However, after listening to her compelling story 

about how she wishes to track down her biological father, Don finds himself sucked into an 

adventure and romance with a person nothing like him. 

  
Character Descriptions: 

Don Tillman is an Australian genius and genetics professor that feels the need to go through life 

through a scientific and mathematical process. He has a plan for everything, a perfect system 

calculating how much sleep he needs per night and a set meal for every day. Throughout the 

book, he becomes changed entirely by Rosie’s contagious personality. He drops everything he 

held dear to his life and becomes more familiar with the more wild aspects of life, all for the sake 

of love. He realizes where he his faults lie through her and changes social mannerisms entirely. 

 
Rosie Jarman works as a part time bartender with a deceased mother and a non-biological 

father. She is torn and determined to find out who her real father was, only knowing that he was 

an attendee at her mother’s graduation party. Rosie is very much a free spirit and enjoys 

spontaneous actions and behaviors such as her own. She is fiery and passionate and stands up for 

herself when the time is needed. However, she uses her outside attitude as a masquerade to 

conceal her true, fragile emotions. Deep down, she still remains a child without a mother and 

muddled family issues. 

 

Gene is Don’s best friend, coworker, and, although married, has an obsession involving sleeping 

with a person from every country around the world. He claims that he and his wife Claudia have 

an open marriage, however, this is not the case as Claudia is entirely unaware of his behavior. He 

is a rude, brash person but is always there to give Don advice, even if it isn’t that great. 



Throughout the story he gives Don relationship and social advice in order to bring his friend to 

success. He too comes to change himself and puts an end to his disloyal behavior after Don 

realizes what his friend is doing to his wife. 

 

Key Passage Parenthetically Cited: 

“You could use DNA,” I said.  

Rosie clearly didn’t follow, due to lack of context. “What?” 

“To identify your father. DNA is the obvious approach.” 

“Sure,” said Rosie. “Obvious. Please send me your DNA so I can see if you’re my father. Forget 

it, I was just mouthing off.” 

“You could collect it.” I wasn’t sure how Rosie would respond to the next part of my suggestion. 

“Surreptitiously.” 

Rosie went silent. She was at least considering the idea. Or perhaps wondering whether to report 

me. Her response supported the first possibility. “And who’s going to analyse it?” 

“I’m a geneticist.” 

“You’re saying if I got a sample, you could analyse it for me?” 

“Trivial,” I said. “How many samples do we need to test?” 

“Probably only one. I’ve got a pretty good idea. He’s a family friend.” (Paragraph 11, Page 70) 

 
Key Passage Explanation: 

This part of the story highlights the start of Rosie and Don’s adventure together to discover the 

identity of Rosie’s true father. This part of the novel is where the story begins to unravel and 

flourish within itself. This part gives foreshadowing of what the main characters will be doing 

and bonding over for many chapters of the book. We become aware that Rosie is interested in 

Don’s radical idea that is being used in order to spend more time with this interesting girl. It acts 



as a hook to engage readers to read every word on the pages that follow. It’s said that a 

beginning of a friendship is the most important part and, in the case of Don and Rosie, this seems 

to be the case. 

 
Opinion: 

The Rosie Project is a touching, heartfelt story describing the interactions between well thought-

out characters and how far one will go for love. Each is exposed to their own difficulties which 

they develop and overcome. The novel covers incredibly considered social issues such as social 

acceptance and mental illness. The subject of Asperger’s Syndrome is discussed early in the 

novel and exchanges between Don and Rosie highlight what it means and what it takes to be 

normal. I truly felt I learned from reading this book and am looking forward to reading the 

sequel. 

 
Questions: 

1.   Throughout the book Rosie tells Don that people cannot completely change themselves. 

She claims that only his behavior has changed and not who he is inside. How easy or 

difficult is it for a person to change their behavior? Have you ever been inspired to 

change? 

2.   Don often speaks closely about the clothes each character is wearing. What do the 

clothing styles of the characters reflect about their personality? Give three examples. 

3.   Early in the novel, Don gives a speech concerning Asperger’s Syndrome, a type of 

autism. Although not explicitly stated, Don shows many symptoms of having it himself. 

Research this topic and discuss how Don overcomes his autistic qualities. 
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