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TONIGHT’S PURPOSE

• To Share Information Regarding

 Common Core State Standards

 PARCC Assessment

 District Initiative to prepare students

 Next steps for everyone

• To Answer your questions to the best of our ability



http://youtu.be/5s0rRk9sER0

http://youtu.be/5s0rRk9sER0


Released and adopted by NJ in June 2010 with the 

pronouncement that there would be an assessment developed 

that would align to the CCSS to be administered within 5 years. 

(PARCC, first administration Spring 2015)

COMMON CORE STATE STANDARDS



• Set clear and consistent learning goals

• Utilize the knowledge and experience of teachers, college 

and business leaders, academic content experts, education 

researchers, and the public.

• Focus on students’ critical thinking skills and ability to solve 

real-world problems rather than just memorize facts. 

BENEFITS OF COMMON CORE









It is an English Language Arts/Literacy and Math assessment, aligned to 

the CCSS, designed to assess the knowledge and skills of all students in 

grades 3-11. It is computer-based which means that all students in the

state of NJ will take this assessment on a computer.

PARCC – WHAT IS IT?



“The NCLB Act of 2001 requires schools with students in grades 3-12 to

demonstrated Adequate Yearly Progress (AYP), a school must ensure that

assessments have been taken by at least 95% of enrolled students in each

subgroup...federal funding of key education programs is dependent upon

districts meeting this requirement… in accordance with the above, State 

law and regulations require all students to take state assessments.”

NJDOE Bulletin dated 10/30/2014

The New Jersey Department of Education released guidance to New 

Jersey’s public schools on October 30, 2014 outlining the state’s position 

regarding student participation in the PARCC. This is an excerpt from 

that memo:



Students with Special Needs are held to the same CCSS

and administered the same PARCC Assessments as the

general education population. The difference lies in the 

accommodations and modifications expressed and 

implemented through their IEP’s or 504 Plans. 

PARCC & CCSS FOR STUDENTS 
WITH SPECIAL NEEDS



March 2 – 6 RMHS

March 9 – 13 Gr 3 - 5

March 16 – 20 Gr 6 - 8

April 27 – May 1 RMHS

May 4 – May 8 Gr 3 - 5

May 11 – May 15 Gr 6 - 8







Although Common Core was adopted in 2010, many school districts,

including Ridgefield Public Schools were hesitant to adopt new 

curriculum materials until more recently as textbook publishers were 

slow to revise their materials to truly align to meet the cognitive rigor 

the new standards demand of our students.

By waiting for quality materials to become available, we’ve ensured 

that the money we’ve spent as a district truly procured material 

designed to prepare our students for college and career readiness, 

as measured by PARCC.



 Professional Development has been provided for teachers 

regarding the Common Core Standards

 Benchmarking Features on Study Island

 A curriculum revision process has begun to write entirely 

new curriculum for Mathematics and Language Arts that 

incorporates our new materials, and integrates the 21st 

Century skills our students need to succeed on the 

PARCC.

Ridgefield Public Schools  is taking multiple steps to 

address the challenges of PARCC and Common Core:



 Provide and read nonfiction text at your child’s level

 Discuss the reading; use Bloom’s Taxonomy to ask 
questions; have your child generate questions, too

 Expect the use of academic vocabulary in responses

 Expect text citation when making an argument

 Encourage writing about what they read

 Provide many books on the same topic to compare and 
contrast

HOW PARENTS CAN HELP WITH ELA



 Help your child learn his/her basic math facts

 Ask child to explain math practices and problem 
solutions to you

 Provide opportunities for your child to use math in daily 
life

 Use the language of math to make up and solve 
problems

 Use ixl.com at home – each child has a pin number to 
access the practices

HOW PARENTS CAN HELP WITH MATH



 We have students who want to learn

 We have educated and dedicated teachers 
and resource personnel

 We have supportive parents

 We will achieve excellence – it is in our 
DNA

BREATHE



We ask that before cards are collected, please print your 

name- first and last, phone number and an e-mail address 

so that if we do not get to

your question, we can reach out personally to you.

Questions will now be collected...

Q&A


